ARCHITECTURE
BOOKS - YET TO
BE WRITTEN
As part of the first edition of the New
York
Architecture Book Fair, Storefront for
Art and
Architecture presents Architecture Boo
ks Yet to be Written, an exhibition that
invites us to
reflect upon the cultural contribution
of architecture
through the medium of the book from
1982 to
today. With an archeological and proj
ective twist,
the installation seeks to celebrate and
evaluate
both the existing and the missing volu
mes of a
history still in the writing.
Storefront was founded in 1982 as an
alternative
platform for discourse and debate that
brings
important issues to the forefront, and
that extends
beyond ideological and disciplinary bou
ndaries.
The period of exploration for the first
edition of
the New York Architecture Book Fair
coincides
with this recent history, taking the last
35 years
as the star ting ground for a discussion
about
our contemporaneity. The series of prog
rams
organized as part of the book fair prod
uce a forum
for discussion and debate about the
books that
provoke us to understand architectural
discourse
in a wider cultural, social, and geograp
hical
context. The project focuses on the way
s in which
architects, as well as urban planners
, landscape
architects, and all professions and peo
ple
who engage in the making of places
and spaces,
contribute to our understanding of the
built
environment.
Questioning the idea of the canon this
project
seeks to broaden the existing referenc
es for
architecture culture, which have serv
ed to
homogenize architectural discourse.
With the
purpose of opening up the conversatio
n to new
ideas, Storefront launched a Global Surv
ey of
Architecture Books that reached mor
e than 1600
scholars, critics, museum directors, histo
rians, and
others from nearly 100 countries, aski
ng them to
contribute nominations of books from
the past 35
years that are fundamental to the deve
lopment of
ideas and culture in architecture.
A selection of the nominated books,
with brief
statements that contextualize their relev
ance,
are presented in the installation as the
structural
support for bookshelves that will be pop
ulated by
additional publications throughout the
duration of
the exhibition. These additions will be
nominated
and contributed by invited groups, inclu
ding non-

profits organizations, independent pub
lishers,
creative collectives, and visitors.
A series of visualizations upon the wall
s of the
gallery space present the scope of the
project and
prompt visitors to actively nominate,
think about,
and reflect upon the contemporary con
text of
architectural publications.
Parallel to the installation, members of
the public
will be able to visit New York Public Libr
ary’s
Reading Room (Room 300 ) with sele
cted books,
located in the Art and Architecture spa
ce of the
NYPL’s main branch on 42nd Street in
Manhattan.
As part of the book fair, a Bookstore
Net work
of independent stores across New York
City will
host selections of architecture books
curated by
emerging international architects.
The first edition of the New York Arch
itecture
Book Fair, provokes us to reimagine our
personal
collections, the existing infrastructures
of cultural
production and dissemination, and the
algorithms
that recommend our next reading mat
erial.
Architecture Books - Yet to be Writ
ten initiates
a much desired discussion about exp
anding
the foundations of our contemporary
thought
and practice in architecture, and serv
es as the
star ting point for journeys through vario
us spaces
of knowledge exchange throughout the
city. The
installation consists of a series of boo
kshelves
affixed to the rotating facade panels
of Storefront’s
gallery space, designed by Vito Acconc
i and
Steven Holl. The panels connect the
street with the
bookshelves inside the gallery space,
mostly empty
to star t, with an initial selection of boo
ks. The
space will densify over the course of
the exhibition
with a growing selection of nominate
d books
submitted in response to data gathered
from online
surveys and gallery visitors, but ultim
ately will
remain relatively sparse in relation to
the monolithic
shelves, reminding us that the best boo
ks are
yet to be written.
Through visualizations along the galle
ry walls,
visitors learn about preceding and ong
oing
programs that constitute the first edit
ion of the
New York Architecture Book Fair. The
se programs
include:
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Abruzzo Bodziak Architects (ABA) is an
internationally recognized New York-based
practice with experience ranging from civic and
cultural projects to homes and exhibitions.Through
both projects and speculative investigations,
ABA creates experiences that are rooted in place
and time. Their work is defined by an innovative
approach to contextuality, relentless focus
on detail, and a strong conceptual viewpoint.
Established by Emily Abruzzo and Gerald
Bodziak, ABA has received numerous recognitions
including the Architectural League Prize for Young
Architects and Designers, AIA New Practices New
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Storefront’s programming is made possible
through general support from Arup; DS+R;
F.J. Sciame Construction Co., Inc.; Knippers
Helbig; KPF; MADWORKSHOP; ODA; Rockwell
Group; Roger Ferris + Partners; Tishman
Speyer; the Foundation for Contemporary
Arts; The Greenwich Collection Ltd.; the
Lily Auchincloss Foundation; the New York
State Council on the Arts with the support of
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York
State Legislature; public funds from the New
York City Department of Cultural Affairs in
partnership with the City Council; The Peter T.
Storefront is a nonprofit organization and relies
on the support of individuals like you. If you
would like to make a donation or become a
member, please visit: www.storefrontnews.org/
support.
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Pentagram is a design firm and a supporter to
Storefront. Since 2012, Pentagram has been
collaborating with Storefront on many projects
that ranges from identity design, publication, and
exhibition, including OfficeUS, Manifesto Series,
Closed Worlds, New York Architecture Book Fair.
York, Architectural Record’s Design Vanguard, and
Curbed’s Groundbreakers Award. A proponent of
civic engagement, the office is included in New
York City Department of Design and Construction’s
Design Excellence Program.
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II.
YET TO BE
WRITTEN

Alongside nominat
ed books, the inst
allation will
present a digital re
positor y of book
co
vers and
titles for retroactiv
e manuscripts an
d
pr
ojective
volumes - books
that we should ha
ve written, but
that we never did,
and books yet to
be written,
that we still should
. This growing co
lle
ction was
first presented at
the launching conf
er
en
ce of the
book fair, Architect
ure Books / Yet to
be Written,
in the fall of 2017
at Cooper Union’s
Great Hall.
The repositor y incl
udes contributions
by: Diana

Agrest, Stan Allen,
Amale Andraos, He
nr y Cobb,
Beatriz Colomina,
Reinier de Graaf,
Peggy
Deamer, Elizabeth
Diller, Kenneth Fr
ampton,
Sanford Kwinter,
Daniel Libeskind,
Th
om Mayne,
Richard Meier, An
a Miljacki, Enrique
No
rten, Joan
Ockman, Spyros
Papapetros, Nade
r Tehrani,
Bernard Tschumi,
Anthony Vidler, Ra
fael Viñoly,
Mark Wigley, Mar
ion Weiss, Eyal W
ei
zm
an, and
James Wines.
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IV.
MAPS: GLOBAL
SURVEY OF
ARCHITECTURE
BOOKS
1600 international academics, practitioners, and
scholars from nearly 100 countries have been
invited to make nominations in a new Global
Survey of Architecture Books. The survey
continues to expand and evolve, and will unveil
volumes from many cultural contexts that
contribute to a better understanding of local and

global modes of knowledge production. The
maps reveal the geographies of the nominators,
the responses, and the books nominated.
Conveying the potential for diversity of our
sources of knowledge, the maps attempt to
visualize the origins of the displayed architecture
books and of contemporary architecture culture.

V.
NOMINATE NOW
An online platform open to everyone, Nominate
Now acts as a counterpoint to (and complements)
the Global Survey of Architecture Books, which
was specifically sent to established figures in
the field. Nominate Now invites everyone to

nominate titles they believe should be considered
for inclusion in the growing library Architecture
Books. To participate, see our website at www.
storefrontews.org.

VI.
READING ROOM
c
Storefront has partnered with the New York Publi
can
rs
Library to offer a space in which visito
read the books nominated as part of the Global
Survey of Architecture Books. The librar y, as a
space designed for the storage and reading of

books, also offers the ability for reflection and
reimagination of the volumes that occupy our
libraries. The Reading Room is located in the Art
and Architecture room of the main branch of the
New York Public Library.

Contact Us
info@storefrontnews.org
+1 212.431.5795
Transit
6 to Spring; N/R to Prince; B/D/F/M to
Broadway/Lafayette. Storefront provides
assistance to visitors with disabilities by
request.
Gallery Location and Hours
97 Kenmare Street
(between Mulberry and Lafayette Streets)
New York, NY 10012
Open Tuesday–Saturday; 11 am – 6 pm
Closed Sunday and Monday
INFORMATION
For more information about upcoming events
and projects, or to learn about ways to get
involved with Storefront, subscribe to our email
list by visiting www.storefrontnews.org.
Joseph Foundation; and by Storefront’s Board
of Directors, members, and individual donors.
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