Deploy Yourself, Not Your Designs //
International Design Competition for Restructuring Resilient Refugee Camp Design

The	
  photo	
  above	
  is	
  of	
  the	
  worlds	
  largest	
  refugee	
  camp	
  Dadaab	
  located	
  on	
  the	
  Kenya-‐Somalia	
  
border.	
  	
  Dadaab	
  has	
  been	
  in	
  operation	
  under	
  the	
  UNHCR	
  or	
  over	
  23	
  years.	
  
See	
  Dadaab’s	
  facebook	
  page:	
  https://www.facebook.com/DadaabAlinjugur	
  

Call for Submissions //
The Coalition for the Improvement of Refugee Camps (CIRCA) is pleased to announce a multistage competition to challenge the political and economic power structures that define rapid-response
camps for refugee and disaster relief.

Project Background //
Today, over 45 million people live in refugee and internally displaced persons camps around the
globe (01). Although these spaces are planned by relief agencies to be temporary, the average
lifespan of these settlements is estimated by the United Nations to exceed 17 years and imprints lasting
effects on the social structure, safety, and health of the inhabitants (02). Currently, camp design is
guided by a short pamphlet published by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and
depends on global markets to deploy temporary relief articles and services from afar (03). Although a
certain amount of objectivity is expected through the administration of both non-governmental
organizations and the UNHCR, the reality is that private actors and donors direct these guidelines
through provision of consistent physical material and the human logistics necessary to deploy
emergency shelter, food, and water in crisis situations. As relief operations are often a collaboration
between organizing agencies and companies that make a profit off of supplying material and human
logistics on the ground, there can be a conflict between the economic and humanitarian aims of any
(01).	
  Refer	
  to	
  the	
  UNHCR	
  Global	
  Trends	
  Report	
  2011	
  on	
  stats	
  regarding	
  displaced	
  populations	
  around	
  the	
  globe.	
  
(02).	
  Reference	
  Oxford	
  University’s	
  Refugee	
  Studies	
  Centre’s	
  article	
  on	
  Protracted	
  Refugee	
  Situations	
  on	
  information	
  pertaining	
  to	
  the	
  
length	
  of	
  stay	
  for	
  refugees	
  today,	
  http://www.prsproject.org/protracted-‐refugee-‐situations/	
  
(03).	
  See	
  the	
  both	
  the	
  Sphere	
  Humanitarian	
  Charter	
  and	
  Guidebook,	
  http://www.sphereproject.org/handbook/,	
  and	
  the	
  UNHCR’s	
  core	
  
relief	
  catalg	
  for	
  main	
  requirements	
  on	
  shelter	
  and	
  other	
  basic	
  services	
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relief project. As a result, operations are often both managed and designed from a distance, creating
additional environmental, social, and health issues within camps.

Project Brief //
The potential for progress is through leveraging the agency of the architect to work and
advocate for displaced populations. It is the role of the architect to act as the steward of the built
environment, to promote healthy spaces, responsible use of resources and well-designed places that
enrich the lives of their occupants. In the common practice of the profession, however, this can be
limited when a client predefines the goals, or when the work an architect takes on is purely defined by
what someone is willing to pay them to do. In order to begin to tackle the challenges of displaced
populations that often have no voice, designers must take a more active role in defining the problems
that must be solved. Architects must begin to take part in identifying problems on the ground with other
professions and people, not simply solve them from afar.
This brief outlines a two stage competition, in which designers submit a plan for deploying new
strategies for disaster response that show economic and social sustainability. This could be through the
creation of a new set of guidelines for funding and material sourcing, camp based program approaches,
or community integration strategies. The aim is to design a community driven, systems approach to
providing the platform for populations to partake in alternative ways of addressing everyday contextbased issues that is less dependent on the global relief industry.
Too often the camps that displaced populations find themselves in are driven by economic and
political factors that have nothing to do with the well being of the refugees themselves, and this
competition calls for architects to rethink the framework that drives the physical space of the refugee
camp through collaborative strategies including other professionals ranging from global health to social
work.
Stage two finalists would complete a six-month fellowship of site work to continue to develop strategies
for deployment, with findings presented in a report to the UNHCR and in a traveling exhibition.
Applicants should challenge the traditional architect role of simply solving problems and begin to
communicate to agencies, particularly the UNHCR, how they are able to also identify their assemblages
alongside other professions and people.

Jury and Judging Criteria //
Proposals will be judged on understanding of the complex problems faced by relief efforts,
creativity of the solutions and deploy-ability of ideas.
Jury will include design professionals, humanitarian relief professionals and representatives of the
donors who drive much of the humanitarian policy:
Political Influence_Humanitarian Relief Professionals
Antonio Guterres_ the High Commissioner for the UNHCR
Angelina Jolie_Special Envoy and Ambassador for the UNHCR
Members of the Board of the Sphere Humanitarian Charter_ Carsten Völz, Humanitarian Director of
Oxfam International_Simon Eccleshall, Head of the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC)
Economic Influence_Donors
IKEA Foundation_Per Heggenes, CEO of the IKEA Foundation
Clinton Foundation_Chelsea Clinton, head of the Clinton Health Access Initiative
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USAID_Nancy Lindborg, Assistant Administrator for the Bureau of Democracy, Conflict, and
Humanitarian Assistance
CDC Development Solutions_Deirdre White, President and CEO CDC
Design Professionals_Architects and Planners in this line of work
Eric Cesal, Global Director of Disaster Operations for Architecture for Humanity
Dr David Sanderson, director of the Centre for Development and Emergency Practice in the department
of architecture, Oxford Brookes University in London
Amy Smith_founder of MIT’s D-Lab
Shigeru Ban_Japanese Architect experienced with refugee housing design
Sheefteh Khalili_CEO of the California Institute of Earth Art and Architecture and daughter of CalEarth’s founder Nader Khalili.
Kibe Muigai_Former refugee camp planner for East African region with UNHCR and current planner
with UN-Habitat Nairobi.

Requirements and Submission Guidelines //
Each applicant must submit a 1000 word abstract that includes a statement of intent and methodology
followed by an itinerary with select refugee, internally displaced persons camp(s), and other site
locations. Please briefly (less than 100 words) describe why these locations were chosen as they
relate to your overall intent and method. Which organizations and professionals might you engage in
order to best implement or design your strategy?
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant must hold at least a bachelors degree in Architecture or currently be enrolled in a Masters of
Architecture program (if he/she does not have an undergraduate background in architecture). Previous
volunteer or work experience in the development and/or humanitarian aid fields is highly recommended.
Additional Requirements (Optional)
The aim of this competition is to better engage architects with the humanitarian, global health, and
development professions in complex refugee environments. If you hold additional degrees or
experience related to these fields or in refugee camp design, please attach a statement or CV that best
communicates such aptitudes.

Prizes //
Three honorable mentions will be named and included in the exhibition, and the first prize winner will
receive a stipend of $20,000 to travel and study for 6 months. During this period the winner will work
with the jury agencies to develop their strategy, culminating in a presentation to the UNHCR at their
New York Headquarters.
Sources //
-Loescher, Gil, and James Milner. “Protracted Refugee Situations.” University of Oxford: Refugee Studies Centre. Forced Migration Review, n.d. Web. 01
Mar 2013. <http://www.prsproject.org/protracted-refugee-situations/>.
-The Sphere Project, . “The Sphere Project: Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Humanitarian Response 2011 Edition.” Sphere Project
(2011): 79-138; 239-86. Web. 13 Mar 2011.
-UNHCR, . “Core Relief Items Catalog.” UNHCR 2. (2010): 1-59. Web. 13 Apr 2011. <www.unhcr.org>.
-“UNHCR Global Trends 2010.” UNHCR (2011): 5-16. Web. 01 Jul 2011. <www.unhcr.org>.

